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Author Submission Guidelines

1) Types of Submissions
NEOS accepts three types of submissions: 

(1) Original research articles of 4,000 words or less excluding references. Research articles must fit within the scope of the theme outlined in the current Call for Papers. Research articles undergo a double-anonymous peer review process. 

(2) Short pieces of 1,200 words or less excluding references on scholarship and applied research that uplifts racial, economic, and social justice and the dismantling of systemic oppression. Submissions for the standing column on equity and anti-racism may fit within the scope of the theme of the CFP, though this is not required. Articles for the column on equity and anti-racism undergo a double-anonymous peer review process.  

(3) Editor invited commentaries of 500 words or less excluding references. Commentaries are by invitation only and should speak to either: a) the Call for Papers; or b) current challenges, opportunities, and considerations in the anthropology of childhood and youth, and/or the broader interdisciplinary field of child and youth studies. Commentaries are Editor reviewed. 

2) General Formatting
Manuscripts must be submitted in Word format and prepared with 1-inch margins, 12-point Times New Roman font, and be double-spaced throughout (except when using block quotes). Please use US English and ensure spelling consistency throughout the manuscript.

Authors are to prepare manuscripts for double-anonymous peer-review by removing any identifiable data and anonymizing any references to the author(s) previously published work within the manuscript. 

3) Style Guide
NEOS, along with all American Anthropological Association publications, follows Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition. Please refer to the AAA Style Guide for guidance on in-text citations, reference lists, headings, numerals, punctuation, and use of quotes. Please use endnotes rather than footnotes — this makes the manuscript more website-friendly. We encourage authors to use endnotes sparingly.

4)  Images, Figures, and Tables
Figures and tables should be used sparingly, in accordance with the short-form nature of NEOS pieces. If a figure or table is necessary, the figure or table should be placed in the appropriate place within the manuscript and accompanied by a caption with image credit. We encourage all authors to submit relevant photos along with their articles or commentaries, as appropriate, to help with promotion. Please submit photos via the submission portal along with your manuscript. No hard copies will be accepted. Photos can be submitted in color or in black and white. Photo submissions should credit the photographer(s) in the file name (Manuscript Author_Image Credit_Image Title) and be used only with participant permission. Each submission must include a statement certifying that the submitter has permission from the photographer(s) to publish the submitted photo(s).

5)  Manuscript Submission 
Once a manuscript has been properly prepared for submission, you may submit via the NEOS Google Form Submission Portal. You can access the portal via the current Call for Papers on the NEOS website. 

6)  Guidance on Methods 
We welcome submissions from a diversity of methodological orientations, and note that all submissions need to include clear and explicit identification and explanation of methods used in the original research. 

NEOS welcomes submissions from those working inside and outside of anthropology whose research is in conversation with anthropological theories, methods, and/or concepts. In all instances, authors should offer a clear statement on their research methodology and how their work intersects with conversations in anthropology within their article to promote clarity in cross-disciplinary discussions.

7) Guidance on Participant Privacy and Use of Names
It is generally advised that authors of research manuscripts include some discussion of research ethics. Notably, if referring to research participants in the manuscript, please include a statement on the use of pseudonyms or real names. The author may also want or not want to discuss the use of composites, if this is relevant to their research. The use of real names or pseudonyms (and possibly composites) should be discussed in text or in an endnote.

8) What to expect from the NEOS Review Process
NEOS is published bi-annually in the Spring and Fall. We accept submissions on a rolling basis until the current Call for Papers deadline. While not required, authors are encouraged to submit a brief message about their intent to submit to NEOS editors two weeks prior to the CFP deadline. NEOS Editors may be reached at acyig.editor@gmail.com. 

Upon submissions, the NEOS editorial team provides an initial review of the manuscript for fit and adherence to author guidelines, informing authors of the manuscript status within a few weeks. If the manuscript passes the initial review, it is then sent out for peer-review (or flagged as a “developmental manuscript” — see Point 9 below). Authors will usually hear from the NEOS editorial team within 3 to 5 weeks of the peer-review decision. At this point, a manuscript can be: 1) accepted without revisions; 2) accepted with minor revisions; 3) accepted with major revisions; or 4) rejected. 

Authors with conditional acceptance must then complete required revisions within 12 days. Resubmissions are then reviewed by the editorial team and satisfactory revisions undergo a final copy-editing process lasting 1 to 3 weeks. Manuscripts requiring further revisions after re-submission may be rejected. Once the process is finalized, accepted articles will be published in October/November for the Fall issue or April/May for the Spring issue. 
At the time of acceptance or conditional acceptance, authors are asked to include a brief author biography at the end of the manuscript (max. 50 words). At this stage, authors are also asked to include a reflexivity statement in the manuscript and de-anonymize their authorship.
9) Developmental Manuscripts and Developmental Editing
Manuscripts that have great potential but are in need of extra editorial support may be assigned a “developmental manuscript status.” This status may be flagged by the author at the submission stage or by the editors or peer-reviewers following submission. 
A manuscript undergoing developmental editing may need closer attention and multiple rounds of revisions and conversations between a designated developmental editor and the author(s) before it is ready to be considered for publication. We have the capacity to accept one or two developmental manuscripts per publication cycle. Through this opportunity, we seek to encourage the work of equity-deserving scholars who may face barriers to publication including early-career scholars, scholars in/of the Global South, those facing language barriers, and those lacking institutional supports.
If a manuscript is identified as needing developmental editing, the editors will inform the author to ensure agreement on this pathway. Authors will need to be able to work closely, efficiently, and collegially with the assigned development editor. Authors are welcome to decline the offer of developmental editor support, but please note that this may mean a rejection of the submission.
10) Questions? 
All questions can be directed to the NEOS editorial team at ACYIG.editor@gmail.com
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